[image: image11.jpg]



Spring 2011 Newsletter 
Our Mission

Our Space Our Place, Inc., prepares blind youth for their future as productive adults by fostering the development of skills that enhance their self-confidence, independence, and self-determination through activities that support social integration in their communities and the exploration of college and career opportunities.
Your support has enabled Our Space Our Place, Inc. to offer a quality program to blind youth. As we enter our sixth program year, we would like to share our accomplishments and plans for the future with you. 

Announcements

World of Careers
Learn about a variety of careers at this workshop.
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Preparing blind children for



Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2011 
Location: The Volpe Center – Federal Department of Transportation – 55 Broadway, Cambridge, MA
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Details: Using the informational interview format and abbreviating the length of time spent talking with a professional, participants can meet several professionals. They can ask questions about the required education for a specific career, and skills used on the job, and many more questions.
To register for the World of Careers workshop, call us at (617) 459-4084. Leave your name and number for registration. For more information visit our website: http://www.ourspaceourplace.org/eventdetails.php.
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Beep Baseball
As the weather warms up, our thoughts turn to baseball. Please join us for a game of accessible baseball.
Date: Saturday, June 11, 2011
Time: 10 a.m. – Noon
Location: Back Bay Fens at Cobe Softball Field – Park Drive, Boston, MA
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Performance
Join us for the end-of-year performance by the students of Our Space Our Place, Inc. The students will share their artwork, skits from theater class, and movements from dance class. A good time will be had by all!
Date: Saturday, June 18, 2011
Time: 10 a.m. – Noon
Location: Museum of Science - Museum of Science Park - Boston, MA
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Program Update
Through our on-going partnerships with the Museum of Fine Arts and the Museum of Science, our students continue their exploration of the arts and science.

The opening of the Americas section of the Museum of Fine Arts has meant an expansion of our investigation of traditional and contemporary arts. Additionally, the many new exhibits at the Museum of Science has allowed us to learn about the habitation of reptiles, the science behind Ferris Wheels and amusement park rides, and to question our perceptions of race.

Learning All About the Environment: A Visit to “E” Inc.
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“E” Inc is a non-profit that aims to increase students understanding of the environment while working with students to identify actions they can take to protect and to improve the environment in their communities. We contacted the Director and arranged to spend an afternoon at the museum. 
They had many hands-on exhibits that allowed our students to participate in the learning activities. Through a large tile matching game, we learned about the different types of whales that live in the sea. With the role of a dice, we experienced the recycling process. By moving our pieces through an enlarged board game, we followed garbage from our garbage cans to landfills, recycling centers, or other outlets. We learned about the multiplicity of vegetable and animal life in a Central American rain forest as the Executive Director recounted her experiences of working in the jungle. The students left with a better understanding of the environment and how people’s actions affect the environment.
Boston Children’s Museum
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The Boston Children’s Museum is a world of hands on learning. This year the students in the Tuesday group spent an afternoon further learning how our world works. As the website encourages, we began on the first floor and worked our way up to the top of the museum. The replica of a 19th-century silk merchant Japanese house was the highlight of the afternoon. The students marveled at the tatami mats, the bedroom, the eating area, and the bathroom.

One adventurous student entered the balance slide and made her way up from the bottom of the museum to the third floor! The students enjoyed learning about the history, music, and food of the different ethnic groups in Boston. Two students assumed the role of cashiers in the Latino supermarket and made sure the basket was full of food before we came to checkout. 

Job Shadow Day with Fidelity Investments
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Today, the Department of Labor Bureau of Statistics tracks the rate of unemployment among people with disabilities. Statistics tell us that more than two-thirds of people of working age 18 years–64 years, are not looking for a job. Statistics tell us that for people who are blind of the third who are looking for employment less than 30% are employed.

Our Space Our Place, Inc. was created with a commitment to change those statistics. Building on our first event with Fidelity, a panel of employees sharing their paths to careers, we offered a job shadow day. Blind and visually impaired students from English High School and adults from the Carroll Center were matched with Fidelity employees to learn about the specific tasks and activities of a job. Through this interaction, the students gained knowledge about skills and tasks which are used in a variety of jobs and the employees learned that people who are blind have skills and knowledge which allow them to contribute to the work of an office.

One student commented that she learned that her interests in computers can be used in a job. An adult who is actively pursuing employment remarked that she was able to gain information about employment resources which she did not know existed. Everyone present agreed that the event was successful, because the students and the employees understanding of what was possible had expanded.

Alice Collins, a teacher of visually impaired students at English High School and Marianne Gilmore, Job Placement Professional at the Carroll Center for the blind together with Glenn Myers, Director of Community Relations and Lee Ann Voner, Project Manager at Fidelity investments worked with us to ensure the job shadow experience was beneficial for the students and the employees. We appreciate their commitment and look forward to continuing our partnerships.
All About Cups: Society of Arts and Crafts
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The Society of Arts and Crafts is Boston’s oldest supporter and promoter of the arts and crafts movement. The society was founded over a hundred years ago with a commitment to artists and to educate the public about high-quality, handmade, decorative arts and crafts. The attitude of the society is best expressed in a comment found on its website, “…an organization with an eclectic philosophy, which allows the Society to support emerging artists and contemporary arts and crafts.”
These commitments of the society have led it to make all of its exhibitions and craft shows accessible to people with disabilities. As a result, the students had an opportunity to visit the annual Cup Show at the Society of Arts and Crafts. The Executive Director and the Exhibit Manager selected the cups to explore. They shared information about the artists, the process for making the cups, and described the colors and the materials. Fully experiencing the shape and texture of the cups, the students touched all of the pieces. At the end of the visit, students were enquiring about opportunities to create their own cups and other pieces.
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Included in this photo: Donors Tom and Janet Kershaw, Executive Director Cheryl Cumings, Bob Cumings, Executive Chef Markus Ripperger, and students Keandre, Dejan, Nakeia and Nicole


Advancing our Goals

Cheers for Children

We continue striving towards raising the funds that will allow us to hire a part-time Director and increase the number of students who participate in our yearly program. The Cheers for Children Foundation’s generous donation greatly contributed to this effort.
In addition to the much needed financial support, Tom and Janet Kershaw invited the students to celebrate their gift with an early dinner at the Hampshire House. For the students it was a first time trying some non-alcoholic versions of drinks they’d heard mentioned but never tasted. In addition to ordering hamburgers, buffalo chicken, tortilla chips, and french fries, the students tried the non-alcoholic version of Piña Coladas and Strawberry Daiquiris. 
Martin Family Foundation

The Martin Family Foundation has generously contributed to Our Space Our Place, Inc. to help us further fulfill our mission. With this support, we can plan and execute our second career exploration program, World of Careers for this year.

We value all of the support from our individual and foundation donors. With their support, OSOP continues making a difference in the lives of blind students in Massachusetts.
Board Members and Volunteers
New Board Member
We are very fortunate that Jessica Roche has joined our Board. Jessica brings her background as a teacher and her commitment to working with young people to our efforts. We look forward to working with Jessica.
Join the Board or Volunteer
Our Board of Directors is small and productive. The Board meets once every other month. The Board guides the organization, oversees its administration, identifies funding opportunities, and increases awareness of the work of the organization in the community. 
For more specific information about being a Board member, please contact Cheryl Cumings Founder/Executive Director at president@ourspaceourplace.org or call (617) 459-4084.
Our Space our Place, Inc. is an organization that relies on volunteers. The work of volunteers contributes to the quality of the programs we are able to offer. 

	For more information about Our Space our Place, Inc., please contact:

Cheryl Cumings, Executive Director

E-mail: president@ourspaceourplace.org
Phone: (617) 459-4084

If you know someone who would be interested in receiving this newsletter, or if you are interested in visiting Our Space our Place, Inc., please contact us.
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If you would like to join our Volunteers, visit our website (www.ourspaceourplace.org), and click the Volunteer button.
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